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Magna Graecia — “Great Greece” Exhibition Premieres 
at the Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (Aug. 30, 2002) — Magna Graecia: Greek Art from South Italy and Sicily, a major 
exhibition featuring 81 works of art, all of them for the first time in America, premieres at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art on October 27. The exhibition runs through January 5, 2003. 

Many of the works date to the 6th and 5th centuries BC, a period marked by the great philosopher 
Plato and the great athletic event, the Olympic games, when Greek culture was making enduring contributions 
in myriad fields from philosophy to city planning and from political theory to performing and visual arts. 

The exhibition was organized by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Tampa Museum of Art, which 
is the exhibition’s only other venue. Magna Graecia will be on view in Tampa, Feb. 2 through Apr. 20, 2003. 

Katharine Lee Reid, director of the Cleveland Museum of Art, emphasizes the significance of this time 
and place in history where Aegean civilization met the Western world: “One of the most important events in 
Western history was the transfer of Greek culture to Italy nearly 30 centuries ago. Greeks introduced Etruscans 
and Romans to their virtually new alphabet, city planning, technology, and a wealth of myth, religion and 
literature. This exhibition provides the first opportunity to see gathered together some of these Greek colonists’ 
most beautiful and historically important works of art.” 

Timed tickets for the exhibition are available by visiting the Ticket Center, by calling (216) 421-7350 
or 1-888-CMA-0033, or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. Adult admission is $7. Audio tours are $5. 





Discounts are available for students, seniors and groups of 15 or more. 


Highlights in Stone, Terracotta, Bronze 
The nearly life-sized Youth of Agrigento from the 5th century BC will be the centerpiece of the 
exhibition, rivaling in quality the finest Greek marble statues. 
Large-scale painted terracotta altars recently excavated from the shores of ancient Gela, previously 
loaned only to the Palazzo Montecitorio in Rome and to the Louvre in Paris, will be fully discussed with new 
color photographs in the exhibition catalogue. At more than 47 inches high, one of these altars depicts the 


terrifying Medusa having given birth to Pegasus and Chrysaor. Its rarity, size and workmanship make it one of 


(more) 
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the most important archaic Greek sculptures known, attesting to the innovation and skill of western Greek 
artists. 

Masterworks of Greek vase painting and terracotta sculpture include a horse head that compares in 
quality with the marble sculptures of the Parthenon; a fearsome Gorgon head that formed the end of a temple 
roof tile, meant to ward off evil; and the most important large-scale, painted terracotta early Greek cult statue 
known, a one-third-life-sized figure perhaps meant to be Zeus himself. 

Among the bronzes is a vessel in pristine condition whose handle is the figure of a lion perched on his 
hind legs and peering over its edge, and three mirrors with sculpted handles. 

A stone architectural relief depicting Herakles dispatching the giant Alkyoneus comes from the temple 
of Hera, queen of the gods, at Foce del Sele, near Paestum. Stone heads, carved in marble and limestone, once 
adorned the temples of Selinus in Sicily, renowned as a center of Greek architectural, artistic and religious 
expression. Smaller-scale objects complement the public monuments on view, ranging from an unpublished 
statuette of a dancer to a vase in the form of a crouching lion. 

Lending to the show are the archaeological museums of Agrigento, Gela, Paestum, Palermo, Reggio 
Calabria, Sybaris, Syracuse and Taranto. Visitors to the exhibition will see these museums’ treasures arranged 
by site, as though on a “Grand Tour” from one ancient settlement to another. 

The show has been organized by Michael Bennett, the Cleveland Museum’s curator of Greek and 
Roman art, and Aaron J. Paul, the Richard E. Perry Curator of Greek and Roman Art at the Tampa Museum of 
Art, in collaboration with Mario Iozzo, director of the Center for Conservation in Florence and director of the 
Archaeological Museum of Chiusi, Italy. 

An array of public programs will complement the exhibition. The exhibition’s catalogue, available in 
the Museum Stores, will be the first English-language sourcebook for the art of Magna Graecia ($50 
hardcover, $34.95, soft cover). 

The Cleveland showing of Magna Graecia is sponsored by National City. The exhibition and 
catalogue have also received generous support from The National Endowment for the Arts, James E. and 
Elizabeth J. Ferrell, The Hellenic Preservation Society of Northeastern Ohio, Adelphia Communications, and 
Shelby White and Leon Levy. The exhibition is supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the 
Arts and the Humanities. Promotional support is provided by The Plain Dealer, City Visitor, and 90.3 WCPN. 
The museum receives general operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive art museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth spanning 5,000 years. The Museum is a key 
international player in exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the CMA and its 
events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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